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Laptop Bag, Backpack, Suitcase, Purse Organizer 
By Gail Dodson 

 

 Version  A Version B  Version C 

A great way to keep all your accessories/gadgets organized. You choose how many pockets you want 

and where you want them.  The supplies allow for 10 pockets, 8 outside, 2 inside. This organizer can 

stand on its own, sized to fit into most any purse or bag.  Approximately 6’’ tall x 9-1/2’’ wide x 3” deep.  

The size of this organizer can be varied to suit your needs.  Make it with or without the finger pull.  With 

or without piping around the bottom.  Embellish with decorative stitches or embroidery.  The variations 

are endless. 

Sewing Supplies: 

 1 yard of fabric scraps (I used parts of 5 fat quarters) 

 ½ yard of 3/8” Grosgrain Ribbon (Optional) 

 ¼ yard Ultrafirm stabilizer 

 1 package narrow piping (Optional) 

 Inspira stabilizer for decorative stitches and/or embroidery (optional) 

 ¼” foot 

 Piping foot (Optional) 

 Interchangeable Dual Feed Foot (Optional) 

 Stiletto 

 Frayblock for ribbon 

 Piping Hot Binding Tool (Optional) 

Cut: 
From Fabric, cut: 

 4 Front/Back pieces (2 exterior and 2 lining) 10” w x 6-1/2” h 

 2 strips 4'' x ~21'' on bias (1 exterior and 1 lining) 

 2 Large Pocket pieces 10” w x 10” h (Optional) 

 2 Medium Pocket pieces 10” w x 8-1/2” h (Optional) 

 2 Small Pocket pieces 10” w x 6-1/2” h (Optional) 
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From Other, cut: 

 2 – 9” w x 5-1/2” h Ultrafirm stabilizer 

 2 – 9-1/2” pieces of 3/8” Grosgrain Ribbon 

 

Step 1 – Prepare the Pockets: 

1. Fold each fabric pocket piece in half, wrong sides together and topstitch 1/4'' 
from the folded edge. To embellish your organizer, use decorative stitches instead 
of a straight stitch at the top of each pocket. 

2. If you have an embroidery machine, you can also personalize the outside or inside 
with a Monogram or designs.  Now is the time to embellish if you choose to do so.  
Look to the end of the lesson for some ideas and construction tips. 

 

Step 2 - Make the Front/Back 

pieces: 

1. Lay the Ultrafirm stabilizer on the table. 
Center a Front/Back piece on top right 
side up.  On top of that place a large 
pocket, then small pocket bottom edges 
matching.  (Note: you can arrange the 
pockets on any side you would like to.) 

2. Pin the layers in place, baste all the way 
around ½” from the edge. 

3. If desired, divide the pockets by stitching a 
line or lines starting at the top of the large 
pocket and going down to the bottom. 

4. Place the lining front/back piece on the 
table, right side up. 

5. Lay the medium size pocket on top lining up the bottom edges. 

6. Pin the layers in place and baste all the way around 1/2'' from the edge. 
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Step 3 - Finish the Front/Back:  (Choose A, B, or C) 

A.  No Piping with finger pull: 

1. Using the templates, mark the bottom corners. 

2. If you desire a handle, mark the top curve. 

3. Place the Outside Front/Back piece on the table, 
pockets up. 

4. Lay the Inside Front/Back piece on top, right side 
down. 

5. Pin, then using a 1/4” seam allowance, stitch 
around the piece following the edges and the drawn 
template marking, leaving a 5” opening at the 
bottom to turn. 

6. Trim curves with pinking shears or pinking rotary 
cutter.  Trim corners. 

Turn right side out. Press. 

7. Finish opening. 

8. Repeat for other side. 

9. On the Inside Front/Back, place one piece of ribbon 
across the top. (On this organizer, the outside 
became the inside as I wanted more pockets on the 
inside.) 

10. Pin. 

11. Stitch along both sides of the ribbon, leaving a gap 
across the top curve. Trim ends, Frayblock ends. 

 

B.  Piping with ribbon loop pull: 

1. Using the templates, mark the bottom corners. 

2. Place the Outside Front/Back piece on the table, pockets up. 
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3. Add the piping. 

a. Trim the piping to ¼” using the Piping hot 
binding tool. 

b. Pin piping, with raw edges along sides, 
bottom and marked curved corners. 

c. Using your piping foot, stitch the piping to 
either the front or back piece. 

4. Baste your ribbon loop on front and back at top. Frayblock ends. 

5. Lay the Inside Front/Back piece on top, right side down. 

6. Pin, then using your piping foot, stitch around the piece following the piping, 
leaving a 5” opening at the top to turn. 

7. Trim curves with pinking shears or pinking rotary cutter.  Trim corners. 

8. Turn right side out. Press. 

9. Finish opening. 

10. Repeat for other side. 

 

C.  Piping with finger pull: 

1. Using the templates, mark the bottom corners and the finger 
pull. 

2. Place the Outside Front/Back piece on the table, pockets up. 

3. Add the piping. 

a. Trim the piping to ¼” using the Piping hot binding 
tool. 

b. Pin piping, with raw edges along sides, bottom and 
marked curved corners. 

c. Using your piping foot, stitch the piping to either 
the front or back piece. 

4. Lay the Inside Front/Back piece on top, right side down. 

5. Pin, then using your piping foot, stitch around the piece following the piping. 
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6. Leaving one side of the finger pull open to turn. 

7. Trim curves with pinking shears or pinking rotary cutter.  Trim corners. 

8. Turn right side out. Press. 

9. Finish opening. 

10. Repeat for other side. 

11. On the Inside Front/Back, place one piece of 
ribbon across the top.  Pin. 

12. Place a second piece of ribbon across the top of 
the Outside Front/Back.  Pin. 

13. Stitch along both sides of the ribbon.  Trim 
ends, Frayblock ends. 

 

Step 4 - Prepare and Attach the Side/Bottom Strip: 

1. Pin the two Side/Bottom strips right sides together and stitch around the two long 
edges and one short edge with a 1/4'' seam allowance. 

2. Clip to seam allowance, or use your pinking shear, on both sides.

 

3. Turn right side out. 

4. Check the length of the side piece by finger pinning around front or back. Adjust 
length if necessary. 

5. Turn ¼” at open edge inside, stitch shut. 

6. Mark the bottom center of Front and Back and both sides of the side/bottom 
strip. 
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7. Place the side/bottom strip against front, 
with the lining sides together. 

8. Match the short ends with the top of the 
front piece and the markings at the 
center. 

9. Sew using a 1/4” seam allowance.  Tip:  
The narrower the seam allowance, the 
easier it is to not have puckers around the 
corners.  I also use a stiletto to keep the 
fabrics aligned. 

10. Repeat for the back. 

 

Other Notes: 

 Use red lines on any size organizer to cut corners and space for handle. 

 If you want both a handle and piping, add piping to the side/bottom seams 
instead of front/back pieces. 

 Experiment with more pockets, fewer pockets, more dividers in the pockets, 
etc. 

Have Fun!



 

 

 

 

Organizer 

No Piping Version A 

 

 

Stabilizer pattern 

Cut 2 

  



 

 

 

Organizer 
No Piping Version A 

 
Finished size ~9.5” x 6” 

 
 

Cut 2 Outer fabric 
Cut 2 Lining fabric 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Print at 100% 
Square is 2” 

 
  



 

 

 
Organizer 

Piping and a finger pull, Version C 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cut 2 outside Fabric 
Cut 2 Lining Fabric 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       Print 100% 
       1” square 

 
 
 
 

For loop pull or no pull (version B), 
Do not cut semi-circle at top 

  



 

 

 
Organizer 

Piping and a finger pull, Version C 
 
 

Stabilizer 
Cut 2  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For loop pull or no pull (version B), 
Do not cut semi-circle at top 
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Inspiration 
 

 

 

1. On the yellow organizer above left, I used Epic 

design L04 

2. Select the 240x150 hoop. 

3. Select the design 

4. Move to the center bottom of the hoop. 

5. Duplicate, the mirror left/right.  Move just above first 

embroidery. 

6. Duplicate again, the mirror left/right.  Move just above 

second embroidery. 

7. Hoop the outside front/back. 

8. Stitch. 

9. Remove excess stabilizer. 

 

On this organizer, I used the Palace Script font on the inside. 

 

 

On this organizer, I used the Mesa font on the inside. 
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I also stitched the cadlewicking stitch across the top of 
the larger pocket. 

Sandwich stabilizer inside the folded pocket to get a 
good stitch.  Use your candlewicking foot, too.  

 

 

 

 

On this organizer, I inserted the piping in the seams of 
the side/bottom piece.  Piping isn’t quite as prominent as 
when sewn into front/back pieces. 

 

 


